
Parliamentary 

Speakerôs  

Chaplain visits  
Emmaus Greenwich was delighted to  
welcome the Reverend Rose Hudson -Wilkin on 
her recent visit . 

The Reverend Hudson-Wilkin was appointed as the 
Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of Commons in 
2010. Her duties include saying the morning prayers 
for Parliament and offering spiritual guidance to  
members of staff of the House of Commons. She is  
also a Priest Vicar at Westminster Abbey and a trustee 
of the Trusthouse Charitable Foundation, which has a 
long-standing relationship with Emmaus in the UK. 

During her visit, Reverend Hudson-Wilkin talked with 
Companions, visited the shop and joined everyone for 
lunch, enjoying the casserole cooked by Companions, 
Derrick and Aaron.  

Reverend Hudson-Wilkin very much enjoyed her visit 
and hopes to visit again in the future. Summing up her 
experience, she said: òEmmaus Greenwich is a working 
Community. I am very impressed by everyoneôs hard 
work and commitment towards making the Community 
a success.ò  

Rev. Rose Hudson -Wilkin at the Emmaus  
Greenwich Second Hand Superstore  
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Emmaus 

Greenwich 

Expansion energises 

shop sales  
Emmaus Greenwich has grown since our last  
newsletter! The Community has expanded the Second 
Hand Shop at Earl Rise thanks to CRASH, an organisa-
tion that sponsors the funding of construction  
projects that benefit homeless people, and the Story of 
Christmas, a project that raises funds for charities. 
They contributed half the funds required to  
build the expansion, with Emmaus Greenwich providing 
the rest. Construction began in late 2009 and the new 
section of the store opened in June 2010. 

The increased sales area has seen revenue increase by 
nearly fifty six percent compared with the same  
period last year. 
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I came to Emmaus five months ago. I work on the  
till in the shop. It can get really stressful because  
the busy periods come all of a sudden, but I enjoy 
working there.  

It was tough getting used to Emmaus because itôs hard 
to get used to all the loving and the care you get here. 
I wasnôt used to that as a child. Iôm still getting used to 
it. There are people here who really understand and 
will listen to me. Emmaus talks about being a home, 
not an institution. The support I have received here 
shows that. 

Beyond that kind of support, Emmaus is a nice place to 
be because they help you with training, certificates and 
other practical things. They also have you save some of 
your charitable allowance for when you leave Emmaus. 
I like that, they really help you get on your feet and 
move on. While it is nice here, I canôt wait to get a 
place of my own.  

Left: Gerry at work. The freshly painted walls of the 
Community and the shop are thanks to him.  

Kellyôs story: A community of support and understanding  

Gerryôs story: Old skills, new life 

I was interested in art when I was in school. I really 
enjoyed making things, like in fashion and clothes, 
woodwork, or tattoos. I want to become a tattooist. I 
plan on doing a course to get qualified while I am here.  

Above: Kelly working in the shop.  

I had my own painting business with a partner before 
coming to Emmaus. I loved the work and I was good at 
it, but things got a bit complicated between my partner 
and me. The business fell apart because of it. It was a 
rough time. So, after all that trouble I came to  
Emmaus. It took me about a week to get used to the 
place and the routine, but after that it was a smooth 
transition. Iôm a very easy going but private person, so 
it wasnôt too hard living in a Community like this. I like 
it here at Emmaus. 

In the eight months Iôve been here, Iôve painted  
almost the whole building. People work in the shop or 
do deliveries and collections, but that isnôt my thing. 
Painting and other building maintenance is sort of my 
own way of giving back to the Community while Iôm 
here. Iôve painted the shop walls, the bedrooms, and 
even the shop on Lee High Road. Sometimes I do other 
things like change light bulbs or put in new tiles and 
things. Itôs satisfying to continue the work I did in the 
past here at Emmaus. It makes me feel like I am really 
part of something and contributing.  

I also go to the Emmaus meetings and am one of the 
representatives for the Greenwich Companions.  
I enjoy the travelling and being able to have our voice 
heard in the Community. 

Eventually, I want to start a new painting business and 
be on my own again. Emmaus has given me a place to 
keep my old skills and experience in use and that will 
help me in the future.  


